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cially educated Indians, to acquaint themselves with the
art of administration. This, in his opinion, was a pre-
requisite for political advancement, an essential first step
for an ultimate democratic set-up in the country. On the
oilier hand, he was firmly of the view that any adminis-
tration to be meaningful must take into account the repre-
sentative views of the persons sought to be administered.
He pointed out that an administration by a small group
of foreigners, however efficient from a narrow point of
view, could not be conducive to the real welfare of the
people unless it had a link with the people and was able
to understand their attitudes, their hopes and their aspira-
tions. On a number of occasions Romesh Dutt forcefully
advocated to Government the introduction of liberal mea-
sures of local self-government, and though the response of
the then Government was often halting and even negative,
they were compelled to take note of these views and meet
them as best they could. Apprehended loss of efficiency
was the usual argument put forward on behalf of Govern-
ment against any extension of local self-government. A
typical statement of such a view is contained in a Govern-
ment Resolution commenting on Romesh Dutt's report on
the subject which is of some interest.
"The view expressed in paragraph 114", the Govern-
ment Resolution stated, "that District Boards are useful as
consultative bodies, and that it is a good thing for non-
officials to obtain acquaintance with administrative work, is
one which has never been contested. The battle of Local
Self-Government—if there is a battle—lies round the ques-
tion whether any loss of executive efficiency i,s incurred,
and whether, if so, this loss is compensated by the advan-
tages in which we all agree. On this subject, Mr, R, C.
Datt's remarks throw no light. But he is a hearty sup-

